OFFICIAL MINUTES

of the

GREATER LOS ANGELES AREA MENSA

BOARD of DIRECTORS

Regular Meeting – May 7, 2011

<=====>

I.
Opening

A.
Call to Order

Meeting called to order at 1030 by SAGRAY at Pilgrim Towers, 440 North Madison Avenue, Pasadena, with members ELLIOTT, LINDENBLATT, ROBINETT, VENOLA and WONG with BURNETT, WALKER, A.WILSON, and SMITH arriving later. The following guests were in attendance, Jessica Klein, Jay Friedlander, Brian Madsen, Gene Schneider, Ron Talkov, Michael Wilson and Irwin Zuckermandel.

B.
Approval of Agenda.

Motion to approve agenda  with the addition of V. B. LDW Meeting June 2011 (SAGRAY) VENOLA/LINDENBLATT 6-0-2

     C.
Approval of Previous Minutes

Approved as submitted WALKER/SMITH 7-0-2

II.
Reports

     A.
Executive Officers

LOCSEC – SAGRAY reported the AMC election is going on with contested seats including the RVC for Region 9. The national newsletter default has been changed to softcopy starting September 1st, 2011.  GLAAM By-laws have the hardcopy as the default.  GLAAM received $1000 for a Leadership Development Workshop and no one informed GLAAM until recently and the money must be spent by June 30th. There are no contracts available for review.  The RVC was unable to help with speakers. Brian Madsen will speak on what services he provides as data officer and BURNETT will present her planned presentation for the AG on how to get more Generation Y participation.   There is a database of prospects that the proctors and Testing Coordinators have access to but not necessarily the LOCSEC.  If you get information from National, do not assume the LOCSEC received it and forward it.

XVC- ELLIOTT reported that he attended BURNETT’s industry networking event and discussed chapter business with her.

SECRETARY – ROBINETT reported that there were handbooks for distribution to new and returning board members.

Treasurer – ELLIOTT reported that he has reconciled accounts and that the final figures have a $2,500 net revenue. 


     B. Area Reports

MIDCITY – LINDENBLATT reported that Third Thursday Thrill moving to Studio City area and Triple T and T  2.0 maybe reinstated at a different restaurant.  

ELAC – WONG reported that there is a dinner group going to Chinese restaurants before the 20th Century Plus Movie SIG unless Monica is serving a dinner. The various restaurant events were attended by 5-7 people and the ELAC party was attended by 28.

HIDESERT – VENOLA reported that the Cinco de Mayo party was attended by 3 Mensans, 3 SCA members and Harry. 

  
    C.
Members-at-Large

WALKER reported that we have to paid for 30 tickets to the July 9th Dodger’s game and have only sold 9.  For Nettercutt we have 50 places and have reserved 17 but can release those.  For Shreck the Musical, we have reserved 30 seats with 15 taken.

ELLIOTT reported that Andy Dyer is stuck in London and needs money but it is not him.  Both his Facebook and e-mail were hijacked.


     D.
Standing Committees

Awards – ELLIOTT reported that they will nominate Dave Felt and Dave Aberg as proctors of the year.  ELLIOTT will have a first draft ready next week on awards for review by the committee.  Then it will be presented on the BOD list and then for final approval at the June meeting.

Gifted Youth – WALKER is encouraging gifted youth to attend the AG.

Testing – Proctor Coordinator is now Testing Coordinator.

RG – SAGRAY reported that the final report is not ready and will be submitted at the June meeting.  There was a net loss of about $200.

Finance – ELLIOTT reported 1. Found Linda Dorfmund on Facebook and asked her for an estimate for tax preparation and she could not provide one without seeing the GLAAM books. 2. Received $300 from Amazon for one month. 3. Received Hi-Desert bank statements and ledgers and will review soon. 4. Working with Hi-Desert to receive statements once a month. 5. Gene Schneider is acting Hi-Desert Treasurer and Jeff Hathorn has the check book.

Scholarship – SAGRAY reported that the final decision has not been announced yet.

Data Officer – Brian Madsen usually gets distributions of member information from National on the 7th of the month but has not received them yet.

SIGS – Madsen reported that he has refund of donations for SAGRAY, SMITH and WALKER for concert we were unable to reserve.  Bell plays the Four Seasons has 20 out of the 30 seats reserved.

Webmaster – Brian Madsen knows how Amazon works for those interested and has received photos from the RG and restaurant reviews from WONG for articles of interest.  BURNETT has a couple more articles including one on radio shows of the ‘20s. 

Ombudsman – SAGRAY reported that Keith Sagray was pulled out of his work site in a dangerous part of Africa by the State Department due to the killing of Osama bin Laden. He arrives in the US on Sunday May 8th.

Singles – SAGRAY reported that the Singles Mingle event is still happening but would like a new host to take over this event.

Editor – SAGRAY reports that he is working on implementing new distribution changes.  There have been complaints about the late delivery of the hardcopy newsletter.


III
      Special Orders



     A. Call to Order (Election Chair Presiding) 

   Election meeting called to order at 11:04.  Jay Friedlander presided and reported that it was a good year for the chapter, thanked board members leaving the board for their service and reported that 11 seats were filled by the petition process or were retained this year.


          
B.    Installation of New Board

ELLIOTT, HANNE, LINDENBLATT, SMITH, VENOLA  and WONG (retained), KLEIN, SAGRAY, SCHNEIDER, WALKER, and A. WILSON (elected)



C.    Election of Chair and Other Executive Officers



        Chairman – SAGRAY nominated by WALKER accepted

Executive Vice-Chair – ELLIOTT nominated by SAGRAY accepted       Administrative Vice-Chair – A. WILSON nominated by VENOLA withdraws, LINDENBLATT self-nominated, SAGRAY nominated WALKER – declined, SCHNEIDER nominated by VENOLA.  SCHNEIDER elected 6-2-2

Secretary – VENOLA nominates ELLIOTT – declined, LINDENBLATT nominates WALKER – declined. ELLIOTT nominates VENOLA accepted. 

Treasurer – ELLIOTT nominated by acclamation. 

 SAGRAY resumes chair of meeting at 11:31

D.  MID-CITY Delegate – SCHNEIDER nominates Irwin Zuckermandel

       SAGRAY nominates Michael Wilson

       Michael Wilson elected 6-1-3



SFV Secretary – ELLIOTT nominates BURNETT accepted

  
            ELAC Delegate – Ron Talkov self-nominates 



Hi-Desert Secretary – WALKER nominates Linda Robinett - declines

 – Hi-Desert Secretary is vacant


   E.
Appointment of Committee Chairs



Slate presented by SAGRAY and appointed without objection



Awards – ELLIOTT
Data Officer, Special Interest Groups, Webmaster, Roster, Calendar Editor – Brian Madsen

Gifted Youth – WALKER 

Testing Coordinator– Dave Felt

Regional Gathering – WALKER and SAGRAY

Singles – Vacant

Scholarship – SAGRAY

MensaPhone – HANNE

Open Forum – BURNETT

Public Relations – BURNETT

SIGHT – vacant

Ombudsman – Keith Sagray



Appointment of remaining offices



Membership is vacant until HANNE is consulted

Finance – SAGRAY nominated ELLIOTT, WALKER nominated Irwin Zuckermandel, Friedlander nominated LINDENBLATT – declined, VENOLA nominated TALKOV

TALKOV elected 8, ELLIOTT 3, Irwin Zuckermandel – 2

The Finance committee has the following members being ex-officio LOCSEC SAGRAY, Treasurer ELLIOTT, Brian Madsen – RG Treasurer, SCHNEIDER Hi-Desert Treasurer with TALKOV as chair and Irwin Zuckermandel as member.

Elections – SAGRAY nominated Jay Friedlander 12-0-1 and David Fenig as Deputy nominated by SAGRAY 12-0-1


F.         Approval of Remaining Agenda



VENOLA/SCHNEIDER – no objection

IV
Unfinished Business

A. RG Contract  approval – SCHNEIDER/M.WILSON 11-0-2

B. Newsletter distribution – member roster is sent out quarterly but Brian Madsen can give it to interested board members monthly. There is also the capability of sending e-mail blasts to your group. Try to get members to elect soft or hard copy rather than letting it go to the default.

C. Picnic Venue – The projected date is July 23 and due to problems with wasps at the present venue, other venues including Elysian Park, McCarther Park and Verdugo Park were suggested and will be checked out with a decision at the June meeting with discussion on BOD list.

D. Young-M Coordinator for the 21-35 age group.  Jennifer Carter is already hosting an event and wants to serve. Create position SAGRAY/M.WILSON 12-01, Nomination of Jennifer Carter as Coordinator SAGRAY with no objections.

E. Mensa Ice Breaker/Team Building contest has a deadline of June 15

 V.
      New Business

A. Mail Box renewal – The box is in Pasadena and costs $23 a month with a $15 setup fee which has already been paid.  Renew for nine months VENOLA/WALKER 12-0-1

B. LDW in June.  The 26th of June has been chosen with the 19th as the second choice.  SAGRAY urges people to solicit speakers.

At this time VENOLA/ELLIOTT moved to extend the meeting 10 minutes 10-0-3

LINDENBLATT suggested Professor Lowell Habel of Irvine.

VI. 
Closing

A. Good of the Order

SAGRAY gave more details about Keith SAGRAY being pulled out of dangerous area in Africa by the State Department due to the killing of Osama bin Laden. 

Someone else mentioned that KABC channel 7 is soliciting videos presenting what your non-profit would do with $7,000. 

WALKER mentioned that one of the speakers at RG will be presenting on how hypnosis can help your sex life.

Adjournment.

VENOLA/A.WILSON 13-0-0 adjourned 13:10

