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I. Opening

A. Call to Order

Meeting called to order at 10:35 a.m. at Pilgrim Towers, 440 North Madison Avenue, Pasadena, with members FENIG, FLEMING, KAPNICK, LINDENBLATT, MADSEN, ROBINETT, SCHNEIDER, WALKER and YU in attendance, along with Election Committee Chair Jay Friedlander, and guests Jonathan Carr, Ronald B. Talkov, Mirk Mirkin, Dr. Paulette Caswell and Dr. Patrick Seamans.  SAGRAY and TAYLOR arrived during the meeting.
B. Approval of Agenda

YU suggested that the rules review item be taken up again under Old Business.
WALKER requested the discussion of a fundraising opportunity under New Business.

Motion (KAPNICK/WALKER) to approve as indicated: 7-0-2.

C. Approval of Previous Minutes

It was noted that the date of the meeting was given as 2007 in the minutes.
It was noted that the exchange during the Coastal area report as recorded did not indicate that WALKER had not resigned, and it was suggested that the minutes be changed to show that WALKER replied “Okay, fine.”
KAPNICK requested that the minutes be amended to record that he objected to Dr. Paulette Caswell’s objections to his remarks under Open Forum.

Motion (KAPNICK/YU) to approve as indicated: 10-0-1.

II. Reports

A. Executive Officers
Chairman – The Annual Business Meeting is next month, so we will start at 10:30 a.m.  It was noted that notice of the ABM was left out of the calendar.  

Notice of ABM was added to the agenda under Old Business.

Young Ms discussion was added to the agenda under New Business.

Secretary – YU reported that he sent MADSEN the official minutes and agenda that were due to be posted online.  YU also addressed the fact that the minutes and agenda have been submitted very late for several months now, but he does not intend for this to continue.
Treasurer – The Hartford sent a notice regarding new legislation affecting terrorism insurance coverage.  The original was provided to the Secretary.
The ending balance for 2007-2008 was $33,000.  This month’s figures have not been fully reconciled, and we did not actually finish closing out the year.

SAGRAY reported that the Franchise Tax Board did not fax us updated requirements.  Eventually they were sent everything we have and a statement of what we do not have.  A copy of what was sent will be provided at the next meeting.  

B. Area Reports
Mid-City – There will be an event coming up in the next few months.

Coastal – WALKER has not abdicated.
San Fernando Valley – The party at SAGRAY’s place had 50 people show up, including 20 members.  There were games, swimming and oodles of food.
Hi-Desert – The Cinco de Mayo party was held, as well as a well-attended First of the Mensth
C. Members-at-Large

KAPNICK – Last month’s Epistemology, Epiphanies and Ample Eats attendees decided they should form a separate group devoted to peace through communication.  The Aloe website is up and running now.  The current introduction is too long, so will be divided into several pages.  The first program has been recorded.  The goal is to get the channel on DirecTV, so it needs lots of programming.  The group will be asking for donations for world peace through distribution of communication devices to bellicose areas of the world.  The EEAE meeting this week will be filmed.  Mensans will be asked to contribute programming.  Programming will be non-sectarian.
MADSEN asked if this is a SIG, and requested a one-paragraph explanation for the website.  

TAYLOR – The CultureQuest test was simple.  One person in Carson responded to the newsletter survey.
D. Standing Committees

Gifted Youth – The five kids of the CultureQuest showed up and had a good time.  Ages range from 10-17.  Besides the monthly get-together in July we will attend a taping of the TV show Celebrity Circus, proceeds to be donated to the scholarship fund.
Membership – New faces showed up to CultureQuest.
Practice Tests – The last test was sold in November.
RG – There were typos in the last report – spelling errors and small omissions.  A corrected report will be sent out.  Three checks mailed out for the new attendee discount were returned, and one was returned because the payee was not a new attendee.  We can decide what to do with this money.  There were three more sign-ups for the 2009 RG, and another is on the way.
Scholarship – Mirkin reported that winners were sent in, and nothing has been heard since.  There were 87 entries, with a few tossed out, versus 50-60 last year.  The coverage was mostly Los Angeles County, except for a few from the Hi-Desert area.  
E. Coordinators
MensaPhone – The bill has been paid through August, so we can keep hearing from the Arizona guy.
Public Relations  – Paulette Caswell said she was not contacted about what to do.  SCHNEIDER replied that there are things that need doing but they need to talk.  
SIGs – Referred to written report.  There is a new SIG – Aloe TV.  It was noted that Mirk Mirkin’s Potluck Poker SIG is the oldest running SIG, with as many members of SAG as Mensa.

Roster – The question was posed whether or not the roster is budgeted.  It was commented that roster needs to be included in the new budget.
Webmaster – Referred to written report.  MADSEN needed a copy of the updated bylaws; SAGRAY agreed to provide it to him.
F. Newsletter

Russ Ham said that postal regulations were changing, which for us to keep the same postage rate would require either more onerous, labor-intensive sorting or software that is not yet available.  Our mailing costs will go up if we keep doing things the way we’ve been doing.  Mailing as of January will be affected.  National is aware of this because new labels will have to conform to new requirements as well.  If National can make changes to labels per the new software that will be fine.  

Also, National is looking at the idea of opting out of electronic newsletters instead of opting out of hardcopies.  TAYLOR will be getting receipts for the mailing parties.  Compliments to those who attended the mailing party in May.  For the mailing in July, Russ will sort the labels ahead of time.  YU will go to the post office with Russ this month to learn how to mail.  Paulette Caswell remarked that there are services that do mailings for non-profits; just give them labels and they will do it.
G. Election Committee

There were three completed petitions whose nominees are declared elected: Charles Lindenblatt, Bill Taylor, and Desiree Sagray.  Terms ending were Coastal Secretary, Coastal Delegate, East Los Angeles County Secretary, East Los Angeles County Delegate, Hi-Desert Delegate, Mid-City Delegate, San Fernando Valley Delegate, and two Members-at-Large terms for one year.  SCHNEIDER turned over chair of the meeting to Election Chair Jay Friedlander and outgoing Board members were dismissed.
III. Special Orders
A. Installation of New Board.
Charles LINDENBLATT was installed as Mid-City Secretary.
Bill TAYLOR was installed as Member-at-Large.
Desiree SAGRAY was installed as Member-at-Large.

B. Election of Executive Officers

Friedlander thanked the Board for its efforts, especially the Antelope Valley contingent, those who have gone out of their way to keep parties going.  SAGRAY has gone beyond the pale to keep things straight, Hanne runs many SIGs, and Kapnick arranged the best RG speech.
Caswell requested a point of order about there being no representation on the Board from several areas at this time.  SCHNEIDER replied this is in accordance with the Bylaws which are in line with National’s requirements.
Chairman – SCHNEIDER (TAYLOR) and SAGRAY (FENIG) nominated.  SCHNEIDER expressed support for SAGRAY.  SCHNEIDER elected 3-2-1.
Executive Vice Chair – TAYLOR (SCHNEIDER) nominated.  SAGRAY said by Robert’s Rules a note still needs to be taken because people can vote no.  Friedlander checked Bylaws and saw nothing addressing the question.  TAYLOR elected unanimously.

Administrative Vice Chair – LINDENBLATT (LINDENBLATT/SCHNEIDER) nominated.  LINDENBLATT elected 4-0-1.

Secretary – (Taken out of order after C. Filling Vacancies on the Board.) YU (SAGRAY) nominated.  YU elected 10-0-1.
Treasurer – TAYLOR (SAGRAY/ROBINETT) nominated.  TAYLOR elected unanimously.

Friedlander thanked everyone and Craig Lancaster for helping him do his job, and turned the meeting over to SCHNEIDER.
C. Filling Vacancies on the Board.

There are affidavits from Danielle Hanne and Michael Wong for consideration for positions.

Mid-City Delegate – Eric Fleming (LINDENBLATT) nominated.  Fleming elected 5-1-0.  Caswell declares Seamans wanted to run for the position.  Seamans says he is offended.  Board decides to revote.  Fleming elected 4-1-1.
Coastal Secretary – Jonathan Carr (SAGRAY) nominated.  Carr elected 7-0-0.

Coastal Delegate – Madeline Walker (SAGRAY) nominated.  CARR said he needs her or this will get totally screwed up.  Walker elected 8-1-0.

San Fernando Valley Delegate – Mirk Mirkin (SAGRAY) nominated.  Mirkin elected 9-0-0.
ELAC Secretary – Michael Wong elected 6-2-2.

ELAC Delegate – Kai-An Yu (SAGRAY) nominated.  Yu elected 9-1-0.

Hi-Desert Delegate – No nominations.

Members-at-Large – Ron Talkov, Danielle Hanne, Rich Kapnick and Paulette Caswell declared candidates.  Caswell withdrew in favor of Talkov.  Ron Talkov elected by 8 votes.  Danielle Hanne elected by 9 votes.  Rich Kapnick received 5 votes.  

Motion to extend (SAGRAY/YU); passed 9-0-2.
D. Appointment of Committee Chairmen and Other Appointees

Brian Madsen named as Webmaster Coordinator.

Brian Madsen named as SIG Coordinator.

Brian Madsen named as Calendar Editor.

None named as RG Chair.

Jay Friedlander named as Elections Committee Chair.

TAYLOR named as Finance Chair.

TAYLOR named as Recruitment Coordinator.

Ishnella Azad named as Membership Chair.

Ishnella Azad named as New Member Coordinator.

Ishnella Azad named as Retention Coordinator.

MIRKIN named as Scholarship Chair.

None named as Fourth Friday Forum.

HANNE named as Mensaphone Coordinator.

Roster Coordinator, SIGHT Coordinator, Newsletter Editor and Circulation Manager are continuing.  Young Ms is vacant.

Motion (SAGRAY) to approve slate of names indicated: passed 8-0-3.

WALKER requested the fundraising opportunity in New Business be taken up out of order so it could be decided in a timely manner.
IV. New Business – New Fundraising Opportunity: Celebrity Circus Taping
New reality show “Celebrity Circus” will be taping this summer in the evenings at CBS Studios.  Time is of the essence because once filled up it’s filled up.  Spots pay $10 a head.  Dates are either July 2, July 15, meeting at 6:30-7:00 p.m.  Guidance is needed on date.  It was pointed out that July 2 conflicts with the AG.  

Approved 9-0-2.

SCHNEIDER announced the Annual Business Meeting will be held on July 12 at 10:30 a.m.

V. Closing
A. Good of the Order
TAYLOR will not attend next month.  Caswell asked that the Board consider holding meetings in summer months near the coast.  

B. Adjournment
Adjourned at 1:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kai-An Yu
Secretary
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