OFFICIAL MINUTES

of the

GREATER LOS ANGELES AREA MENSA

BOARD of DIRECTORS
Regular Meeting – July 12, 2008
< = = = = = >

I. Opening

A. Call to Order

Meeting called to order at 11:00 a.m. at Pilgrim Towers, 440 North Madison Avenue, Pasadena, with members CARR, FENIG, FLEMING, HANNE, LINDENBLATT, MIRKIN, ROBINETT, SCHNEIDER, TALKOV, TAYLOR and WALKER in attendance, and guest Brian Madsen.  
B. Approval of Agenda

FENIG requested to add to Unfinished Business, A. Review of Tax Status Issue, and under New Business, B. Area Events Discussion.  
Motion to approve as indicated: passed 10-0-1.

C. Approval of Previous Minutes

ROBINETT’s last name needs to be corrected on page 4 under items IV(C) and V(B).  Change IV(B) on page 3 to read “It was suggested that there be a …” to “It was suggested that there is a … .”  Change IV(C) on page 3 from “There were two tests conducted” to “There were two candidates tested.”  
Motion (FENIG/LINDENBLATT) to approve as indicated: passed 10-0-1.
II. Reports

A. Executive Officers
Chairman – Mirk Mirkin’s e-mail is not working.  Board members can receive e-mails from him but he cannot receive their e-mails.  GLAAM will be participating in National Testing Day.  MERF has changed its name to Mensa Foundation.  The RG flyer has been updated on the website.
Secretary – HANNE is filling in for YU.
Treasurer – For the year ending in April the report is not quite closed out due to the fact that RG expenses and income have not been added to the report.  There are also some miscellaneous expenses and income from National that we are owed but we have not received.  As shown the budget shows a net loss, but when all items are reconciled we should show a net gain.  SAGRAY still has some data.  New budget is proposed for 2008-2009, to be discussed further on the BOD list, especially the possibility of putting GLAAM funds in an interest-bearing account.
B. Area Reports
Mid-City – The planned event has been postponed to September, to be publicized in the August newsletter.  No date has been chosen yet, but might be the third weekend.  LINDENBLATT has not heard back from J.K. Mueller regarding the event.

Coastal – Coastal had a beach volleyball event.  Afterwards the party went to Sam Ong’s pool and hung out, and then the group went to dinner.  The next event will be a bike ride from the Santa Monica Pier to the Venice Pier.

San Fernando Valley – Last month’s party was held at Jana Bickel’s place.  Seventeen people attended.  Bickel let the Area keep the funds raised, which helped the Area bank account.  July’s party will be combined with the New Members’ reception.  Next month’s party will be at Pax Starksen’s place.  The price will increase to $7.  J.K. Mueller contacted FENIG about hosting a party, but she lives in Mid-City.  This is an agenda item, to discuss area events outside the area. 
ELAC – Eight people went to the first event, 10 people went to the second.  WONG is considering moving the NTN Gaming Event.  Twenty people went the the ELAC party.  FENIG reported that BITE/LATE moved to the fourth weekend.
Hi-Desert – The usual events were held.  No activity is happening in the Lancaster area.  Lapsed members with e-mails were contacted; two replied.
C. Members-at-Large

TAYLOR – GLAAM-A-Rama placed 6th in CultureQuest and received $135.  Another team, the Angels of Anaheim, registered as 09-900, so we get their $95.  Tom Streeter is the calendar editor for Orange County Mensa and is interested in using Brian Madsen’s forms for his calendar.  He is in contact with Brian.  Brian is considering writing a help file, but it is low priority. 
D. Standing Committees
Finance – The committee has had little activity this month.

Gifted Youth – Regular events are still being held at the ELAC party.  The kids’ CultureQuest team may have placed better than reported; WALKER will look into it.  The kids also had another event scheduled to see a game show.  They were bumped, but will still receive $192 for signing up.  They need a Tax ID number.  Fifty-eight people are signed up to see “Wicked,” with room for more.  J.K. is writing a book on gifted children, looking for experiences about life as a current or former gifted child.
Proctored Testing – Doug Aberg is setting us up to test at CSUN for National Testing Day, October 18-19.  This will be solidified further over the next month.
New Members – A postcard was set up for a New Members’ Party, to be held at Acapulco.  This will save the chapter money on food for parties.  We are also sending out postcards to new members inviting them to the party.  Handbooks and welcome letters are being sent, via e-mail to save on postage.  
Retention – A snail-mailing was made to lapsed members.  There is some talk about reorganizing the Membership Committee.

RG – The flyer has been updated to indicate where the cruise will be going.  SAGRAY is registrar and is handling this portion of the RG.  Cruise people will contact registrants.
Scholarship – No new information.  

E. Coordinators

MensaPhone – Hollywood Joe from Phoenix has stopped calling.  HANNE tried to save the messages so we can broadcast it, but they were lost.  She keeps getting partial messages that are cut off before the entity calling finishes giving the call-back number.
Public Relations – Mensa will be on 60 Minutes sometime in September or October.  Lesley Stahl was there filming.  Also at the AG a Mensan set a world record for number of hugs in an hour – 837.

SIGs – Madsen has had two inquiries this month on how to start a SIG.  Brian gave them information but has not heard back.

Webmaster – Madsen received two Owl Awards this year, which were presented at the meeting.  He has been sharing his calendar-generating software with other chapters, but other webmasters are struggling with using it.  The RG registration form has been updated, as well as the “Join” and “Rejoin” sections.  He has also added a newsletter link.  Brian has not been receiving finalized agenda and minutes so they have not been updated for the last few months.  He would like to have an area map so this can be posted.  SAGRAY said she will send this to him.

Roster – LINDENBLATT received another request for the roster.  He explained that it cannot be sent out.

F. Newsletter

L.A. Mentary Editor – There were some issues this month with Area Secretaries getting their full complement of newsletters.  Russ Ham will probably be able to handle the newsletter this month.  YU has possibly offered to host the mailing party.

Calendar Editor – Calendar going well.

III. Unfinished Business
A. Review Tax Status Issue
SAGRAY sent our information and penalty check in at the end of April.  SCHNEIDER is listed as the contact but she has not heard back from them.
IV. New Business 
A. Member Highlights Discussion
CARR wrote a column in the newsletter regarding WALKER’s business.  For the next issue, he interviewed Heather Hale.  Madsen said there is a Business Pages link on the website.
B. Area Events Discussion
J.K. Mueller has offered to host a San Fernando Area party, but she technically lives in Mid-City.  SAGRAY said that the purpose of the area parties is to promote activity in the area.  If a party wants to move the date for a month, that is fine, but the official area event should stay in the area.  LINDENBLATT has been approached by her and gave her his information, but has not heard back.  He will follow up with her to set up the party.
V. Closing
A. Good of the Order
At the Awards Lunch, Brian Madsen received two awards for his work on the GLAAM website.  In addition, WALKER received an award for her work as Gifted Youth Coordinator.  Serena Sagray and Keith Miller are getting married in August.  He is taking her last name per Cherokee custom.
B. Adjournment

Motion (FENIG/HANNE) to adjourn: passed 10-0-1.
Adjourned at 12:59 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kai-An Yu
Secretary
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