OFFICIAL MINUTES

of the

GREATER LOS ANGELES AREA MENSA

BOARD of DIRECTORS
Regular Meeting – November 1, 2008
< = = = = = >

I. Opening

A. Call to Order

Meeting called to order at 11:16 a.m. at Pilgrim Towers, 440 North Madison Avenue, Pasadena, with members CARR, SAGRAY, TALKOV, TAYLOR and YU in attendance.  WALKER and WONG arrived during the meeting.
B. Approval of Agenda

It was requested to add to New Business: A. 2009 RG Contract with Warner Center Marriott.

Motion (WALKER) to approve as indicated: passed.

C. Approval of Previous Minutes

No previous minutes were presented for approval.
II. Reports

A. Executive Officers
Chairman – As submitted.  SAGRAY noted that the Franchise Tax Board is asking for more money and information from FY1994.
Treasurer – Referred to written report.  Noted that there were items added, and there are errors in intermediate totals.  We are running a deficit this year of $7,000 over income.
B. Area Reports
Coastal – There was a nice gathering for dinner and silent film.  Sixteen to 18 people attended, but could have chosen a better restaurant.  Movie was at an old time music hall and was a little slow.  There was also a successful party at Saynt Cade’s place in Venice, so much so that the police showed up.  This month’s theme is billiards and blues.  WALKER said there is an “America’s Funniest Home Videos” taping scheduled, but will cancel if there is less than 10 people.
ELAC – WONG is still not receiving the membership roster from National.  He has never gotten it.  Ten people showed up to the Japanese dinner, eight to the Chinese dinner.  Fifteen or 16 attended the ELAC party.  No events are scheduled for November because WONG will be in Hongkong; he will miss the Board meeting as well.  
C. Members-at-Large

SAGRAY – Singles event had 12 attendees, three of which had never attended an event, so it brought people out.  The Fourth Friday Forum stuff has not been taken on, otherwise the chapter is going great guns.  On the Myspace page that Keith Sagray maintains, someone is challenging all her friends to take the Mensa test.
TALKOV – TALKOV attended the game party last week, and BITE.

D. Standing Committees
Finance – Nobody has taken an interest in joining the committee.

Gifted Youth – Phantom of the Opera in February; need to think of more fun stuff.  
Membership – Ishnella Azad has tendered her resignation for all things Mensa.  No one is technically in charge of the membership committee at this time, unless HANNE wants to step in.
RG – For the 2009 RG, we have a proposed contract from the hotel.  It will be a on a smaller scale.  The ticket price for Friday and Saturday is $45, with a $20 meal plan.  Events will go all night into Saturday.
E. Coordinators
MensaPhone – TAYLOR reported that we have paid the bill up to January.
Public Relations – Rudi Loehwing did a great job for National Testing Day.
Webmaster – A link was made for updates to the site.
Ombudsman – Keith leaves tonight for the U.S. Virgin Islands, where he will be for three or four months.  He is expected to come back and intends to keep his positions, but will not be here for the November 22 meeting.

Elections – Jay Friedlander will put up a notice of vacancies in the December newsletter.

F. Newsletter

L.A.Mentary Editor – SAGRAY reported that previous concerns about the impact of Postal Service changes are not going to be an issue.  Russ Ham intends to be here for the November 22 meeting with all the stuff for the mailing.  There were two letters to the newsletter this month protesting VENOLA’s naming names of people who did not show up to the Hollywood Bowl.

III. New Business
A. 2009 RG Contract with Warner Center Marriott
The terms of the contract are the same as for the 2010 RG, just on a smaller scale.  There are two large ballrooms and a suite for nighttime events.  Banquet ticket sells for $25, but the banquet cost is $60 per person.  Parking is $9 instead of $6.  Events-wise there will be one or two tracks of speakers, a game track, regular hospitality, banquet on Saturday night.  A couple of tastings are planned.  This is President’s day weekend – Friday, February the 13th and Saturday the 14th.  The cruise is completely dead now.  There is four or five thousand in the RG account after getting three thousand back from the cruise line, so there is more than enough to cover the whole thing.  
WONG expressed concerns about signing another contract when corporate status issue is unresolved.  SAGRAY said there is a small risk.  WALKER is chairing the 2009 RG.

Motion (CARR/WALKER) to authorize Desiree Sagray to sign on behalf of GLAAM the 2009 RG contract with Warner Center Marriott presented: passed 3-1-3.
IV. Closing
A. Good of the Order
SAGRAY noted that the Gen Y Yahoo Group is not set up to close records of messages, so notices, which include addresses and telephoe numbers, can be Googled.  She does not have Ronnie Peck’s e-mail, but would like to remind everyone when setting up internet lists and groups to make sure messages are only viewable to people on that list.
B. Adjournment

Motion (SAGRAY/CARR) to adjourn: passed.
Adjourned at 12:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kai-An Yu
Secretary
Report Submitted by Robinett

Hi-Desert Report for November 1st GLAAM BOD Meeting

The medieval banquet First of the Menth attracted four Mensans, Jeff Hathorn, Jennifer Venola, Gene Schneider and Harry Mallory who was the guest of Jennifer Venola.  Two of the Mensans are also members of the Society for Creative Anachronism who hosted this event.  Gene Schneider, AKA Kaíres Tévesu and Linda Robinett AKA Sieglinde von der Hohenwüste.  

The SureHit event in the Antelope Valley has resumed under Norm Hines, a member of many years who resides in Lancaster, CA.  Thank you, Norm, for taking over this event.  We are looking into changing the name for the event. 

Our annual Death Valley Excursion is scheduled for March 20-22, 2009 and a small number have registered in anticipation of the January 3rd price increase. 
Report Submitted by Schneider

GLAAM BOD Chairman's Report

01 November 2008

General Report:

1. Mensa Testing Day. Dave Felt reported that we tested an unprecedented 55 candidates on and around Mensa Testing Day. He said special thanks were due to our several Proctors, Mary Carney, Douglas Aberg, myself and Proctor in Training Raulette Woods, who completed her Proctor training yesterday and, after final certification by National, will be setting up testing sessions in the West LA area!!
   Lauren A. Fernandez, AML Marketing Coordinator, said that we have set a new record. That is the highest number of people tested in one group ever…beating the previous record (that was also held by GLAAM).

2.  GLAAM PR. Our wonderful PR coordinator, Rudi Loehwing, deserves some of the praise for our success on Mensa Testing Day. He put out several articles, that attracted no less than 70 applicants…It’s not his fault that some of them didn’t show; Dave says that’s a normal ‘attrition rate’. Rudi is now in process of getting the scholarship publicity information from Mirk, and will submit articles to the local media to get us more scholarship candidates than in recent years.

Regarding items on the previous agenda

1. Corporate Status / Tax Issue. Big surprise: FTB wants more data…and more money. We now owe another month worth of fines, which comes to $73.63 (and that was on October 24th; we may owe more now). The other data they need:
  - Fiscal year 94 (May 94 to April 95)
  - new forms for Fiscal years 1999-2003. (We only had the 2004 form, 
    so we used that for all of them. They’ve decided they don’t like that.)

I have most of the needed information. I don’t think I have:

 - RG income & expense totals for FY94

As you know, I never got the promised bank statements from WaMu. Those would have made the job of filling out the "199" forms for the affected years much easier. As it was, I spent at least 10 hours completing the package last time, instead of the 2 I estimated.

2. Changing meeting dates. I’ve asked Russ a couple of times if he really wants the December mailing party on Boxing Day, a Friday, rather than the 27th, which is the fourth Saturday. No answer yet.

3. Friday Forum. The venue I had negotiated was Westfield (aka Fox Hills) Mall. I have brochures. The room would be free. It had a stage, and seating for 100, as I recall.

4. Town Hall Meeting. A draft of the web page is up, with link from the GLAAM page: <http://www.houseofhrair.com/GLAAM_THM/>. Comments appreciated.
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