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I. Opening

A. Call to Order

Meeting called to order at 11:00 a.m. at Pilgrim Towers, 440 North Madison Avenue, Pasadena, with members CARR, FLEMING, LINDENBLATT, ROBINETT, SCHNEIDER, TALKOV, VENOLA, YU and guests Jonathan Elliott, Brian Madsen, and Martha and Rich Kapnick in attendance.  MIRKIN, SAGRAY, TAYLOR, WALKER, and WONG arrived during the meeting.
B. Approval of Agenda

SCHNEIDER requested to add to Special Business: Appointment of San Fernando Secretary, and under New Business: Funding Testing in March.
Motion (YU.VENOLA) to approve as indicated: passed 7-0-1.

C. Approval of Previous Minutes

Tabled.
II. Reports

A. Executive Officers
Chairman – As submitted, and SAGRAY asked if someone can pick up mail from now on.  CARR responded that he can do it.
Treasurer – IRS wants more info; we needed to file Schedule B, Schedule of Contributors.  We didn’t have anybody to fill in so didn’t do so.  We also need to start paying our accountant.  Also, the DNO insurance is due.  
B. Area Reports
Mid-City – Third Thursday Thrill was attended by a new guy.
Coastal – Coastal hike event was canceled due to CARR’s motorcycle accident.  Motorcycle is goodbye.  
Hi-Desert – 27th Death Valley Exploration will be in March.  There will also be a Cinco de Mayo event on the ninth.  There are a whole bunch of new places to stay in Ridgecrest.  VENOLA is getting married.
C. Members-at-Large

No reports.
D. Standing Committees

Gifted Youth – We are going to Phantom of the Opera on the 8th.  WALKER’s son has aged out of Gifted Youth, so she would like to be replaced as Gifted Youth Coordinator.
RG – Things are falling into place.  J.K. Mueller jumped in and we now have two lines of speakers.  Banquet Saturday night has Tahitian dancers.  WALKER asked for the board members’ choice of backwards or forwards “RG” stamp; backwards won.  SAGRAY put out a request for people to come early on Friday to schlep stuff.  The banquet is limited to 45 people, and will probably sell out.  There was an inquiry whether or not one can attend only the banquet.  SAGRAY responded yes.  Current numbers are around thirty-plus paid registrants.  With the committee and speakers it would be about 50.  
Scholarship – Applications were due on the 15th; they are coming in.  Between 50 and 100 are anticipated.  They are not being opened yet.  Antelope Valley school district sent a letter and application.  
E. Coordinators
Fourth Friday Forum – Deferred to business item.
MensaPhone – HANNE requested months ago for a new service provider.  Present one is not reliable and costs too much.  TAYLOR reported that we just paid $100, so we are stuck with them until June.

SIGs – Not much to report; CultureSIG hasn’t done much and probably won’t in a while.  Folksong SIG conflicts with RG, but otherwise sounds cool.

Webmaster – February L.A. Mentary is linked to website.  San Diego Mensa asked for a link to their RG on the calendar.  We are still waiting for official minutes.  SAGRAY noted that Madsen has been doing a fabulous job.  
Ombudsman – The Ombudsman was going to submit a report because he was contacted by two or three other people regarding the event acronyms.  One was identifiable but the others could not be verified as members.  He intended to do a published report, along the lines that the controversy has been largely resolved.  Russ Ham is taking unilateral action against the acronyms.

Region 9 RVC – February’s newsletter has an article regarding the bylaw amendments.  

F. Newsletter

L.A. Mentary Editor – Russ will edit the controversial event names starting February.  He is not defining a rule by which this will be done.  The RG promotional cover did not turn out as hoped, so we are adding a color stamp.
III. Special Orders
A. Appointment of San Fernando Valley Secretary
SCHNEIDER stated that she would like to appoint, and we need a motion to ratify.  
Motion (SAGRAY/WALKER) to appoint Rich Kapnick to the Board as San Fernando Valley Secretary.

Kapnick made a statement.  There is a wonderful fellowship hall in Studio City available for a nice San Fernando Valley party, and he is working on semi-pro singers for parties.  He is also working on a philanthropic project to help people with OCD.  
Motion to appoint passed by secret ballot: 11-1-1.

Motion (ROBINETT) to add to Unfinished Business: B. Reorganization of Membership Committee: passed 7-2-1.

IV. Unfinished Business 
A. Corporate Status/Tax Issue
Report as submitted.  FTB wants more data; they now want information from 1998 and 1999.  Statement was faxed with a request for revivor last week but there was a fax machine issue on the FTB end.  They tracked it down Monday and sent it on to the Secretary of State.  We may receive the certificate of revivor on Friday.
A vote was taken on which Hollywood Bowl concert to attend.  $750.00 was approved, but last year we spent $825.  We will get around 65-70 seats for $750.

Motion (TAYLOR/SAGRAY) for the Board to select a 2009 Hollywood Bowl concert by each member nominating three concerts: passed.
B. Fourth Friday Forum
CARR proposed to associate GLAAM with a cause, thereby raising its profile.  This will be through reviving the Fourth Friday Forums in the form of a quarterly Intellectual Leadership Award – the Hootie.  The award will honor local leaders in research, innovation and invention, and they will be invited to speak on developments in their field.  Nominations will be requested from the public.  Admission will be fee-based, proceeds to go to the scholarship fund.  Forums should be held at a prestigious venue, and need help from PR coordinator to help with advertising.  Income might be $3,000 per event, and might raise $6,000 per year for the scholarship.
SAGRAY suggested looking into earmarking donations for the Mensa Foundation so that they are tax-deductible.  Checks to GLAAM are not deductible.  If the amount of value purchased by the ticket is clear then the amount over can be earmarked.  

YU asked what the criteria for selecting winners would be.  CARR said it would be based on what’s coolest.  TAYLOR reminded that it should have a mission statement congruent with GLAAM’s mission.

Motion (SAGRAY/ROBINETT) to approve spending up to $1500.00 for the first Intellectual Leadership Award forum: passed 13-0-1.

C. Whiteboard Easel
VENOLA seconded.  SAGRAY noted that this purchase is primarily for the RG but the whiteboard will be available for other uses. 

Passed 13-1-0.

D. Funding Testing in March
Need to fund one or two testing sessions at CSUN.  

Motion (SAGRAY/ROBINETT) to approve spending up to $114.00 for Mensa testing in March.

Motion (VENOLA/SAGRAY) to amend amount approved up to $125.00: passed 12-0-2.

Main motion passed 13-0-1.

Motion (SAGRAY/CARR) to approve minutes submitted: passed.

Various spelling errors were noted: “lietters” under II(A); “Lindenglatt” under II(B); “perview” under IV(B); “excluded” under IV(B) should be “exclude”; “liason” under II(E).  Madsen and Robinett submitted reports; Robinett was an excused absence.  Secretary should be noted as pro temp.
Motion (VENOLA/ROBINETT) to approve as indicated: passed 12-0-2.

Hollywood Bowl concert selection votes were tallied: Mancini concert won.
Motion (SAGRAY/VENOLA) to increase amount approved for Hollywood Bowl 2009 up to $850.00: passed 11-0-3.

V. Good of the Order

Minutes from October are still pending.  CARR needs the mailbox key.  Rooms at the Marriott for the 2009 AG are booked up.  Hospitality has no meals but will have substantial snacks.  Congratulations to VENOLA on her coming wedding.


Motion (SAGRAY/VENOLA) to adjourn: passed 14-0-0.

Adjourned at 1:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kai-An Yu
Secretary
Reports Submitted

GLAAM BOD Chairman's Report

24 January 2009

General Report:

1. Candidate for SFV Area Sec. Rich Kapnick called me, and asked to be considered for this office. He will be at the meeting, hoping we will appoint him to fill out the rest of the current term of office, so he can get oriented to the job. 

I request an Agenda Item under Special Orders for this matter.

2.  Award-Winning GLAAM-ite. I read in the Bulletin [Jan09, p.19] that one of our own, James Kerwin, recently won the Best Director and Beswt Screenwriter trophies at Visionfest 2008 in New York City.

Regarding items on the draft agenda

1. Corporate Status / Tax Issue. Big surprise: FTB wants more data, but at least they don't think we owe any more fines.

As you know, submitted the 4th "final" data package in December. As they requested, I waited three weeks to check on it. By that time they had received it...and lost it. 

After several calls, I found someone who was willing to take responsibility for finding the data and finishing the job. She said it looked good, but decided we needed to submit 199 forms for the two years that were NOT ever requested: fiscal years '98 and '99.

I whined, and she finally said she would go ahead without that if I sent another copy of the Application for Certificate of Revivor, containing a statement that (1) we already submitted those forms, on time, in the subject years, and (2) our gross receipts in those years did not exceed $25,000. 

I faxed that to her attention early this week...then her fax machine broke and she couldn't get it. She promised to finish it off Monday and forward the approved application to the Office of the Secretary of State.

The Secretary of State handles these matters on Fridays, so we MIGHT actually come back to life next Friday...a mere 13 months after we died.

2. Friday Forum. I'm afraid I don't know what has been discussed about this. 

In case it matters at this point: the venue I had negotiated was Westfield (aka Fox Hills) Mall. I have brochures. The room would be free. It had a stage, and seating for 100, as I recall.

Also, a gentleman named Tom Franklin called me last month, volunteering to start it up again. He has been involved in arranging speakers for Toastmasters, et al., for 30 years. We talked a couple of times, then got buried under holiday duties, and I haven't called him back.

If someone is pursuing that actively, I have his phone number & eddress.
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