OFFICIAL MINUTES

of the

GREATER LOS ANGELES AREA MENSA

BOARD of DIRECTORS
Regular Meeting – February 28, 2009
< = = = = = >

I. Opening

A. Call to Order

Meeting called to order at 11:02 a.m. at Pilgrim Towers, 440 North Madison Avenue, Pasadena, with members KAPNICK, LINDENBLATT, ROBINETT, SCHNEIDER, TALKOV, and VENOLA, and guest Jonathan Elliott in attendance.  HANNE, MIRKIN, SAGRAY, TAYLOR, WONG, and YU arrived during the meeting.
B. Approval of Agenda

It was requested to add to Special Business (ROBINETT/KAPNICK): Annual Meeting, and under New Business (ROBINETT/KAPNICK): Allocation of Funds to Advertise Testing in March.
Motion to approve as indicated: passed 6-0-1.

C. Approval of Previous Minutes

Strike “There will be a charcoal grill BYOB picnic” from Hi-Desert’s report.  Change “places” to “place” in RG report.  

Motion to approve as indicated (YU/LINDENBLATT): passed 7-0-1.

It was noted that minutes from the first November 2008 meeting and the December 2008 meeting are due. 

II. Reports

A. Executive Officers
Chairman – We are setting up testing sessions in March to get extra funding.  Rudi Loehwing prepared a public service notice for posting in places that allow free advertising.  There is a sign-up form for Hollywood Bowl, but only a few have signed up so far.  Nominations are being sought for Mensa Foundation awards, in particular the Copper Black Award.  As of January 26, 2009 our corporate status was revived.
Administrative Vice Chair – I am glad we are restored, and glad that it occurred before the RG.
Secretary – Several minutes are due, as well finalized minutes for many months.  They are coming.  

B. Area Reports
Mid-City – Third Thursday Thrill happened.  Four people showed, including FLEMING and LINDENBLATT, and played pool.
San Fernando Valley – There was a date change for Epiphanies, Epistemology and Ample Eats.  Stratton Lindenmeyer is gone, so it was moved down one week.  EEAE has 35 members, and 15 usually attend because KAPNICK brings good food.  The topic will be the nature of Islam.  The SFV meeting is set for March 21, two days after EEAE, at Julie Faverman’s house in Burbank.  This did not get in the newsletter, but invites will be sent to all 400 members in SFV.  Faverman’s husband recently passed.  We are working hard to get the fellowship hall at a Unitarian church as a venue, and it is pretty much set up now.  KAPNICK would like to invite members of the church to attend as well.  SCHNEIDER responded that they can.
Hi-Desert – 27th Death Valley Exploration is going along swimmingly.  We are praying for warmer weather.  We had a successful Thursday Night Live, which has had no attendance for years, at a sushi place.
C. Members-at-Large

Bill Taylor (Treasurer’s Report) – Directors and Officers insurance was paid off for the year, after the reviver.  Internal Revenue Service is asking for Schedule B.
D. Standing Committees

Finance – No report; open to Board’s direction.

Membership – Ishnella Azad and HANNE are still working together.  We did the mailing for the RG.  Ten people came to the new members’ reception at the RG.  Having it on Saturday was a good decision attendance-wise.  A few attendees have joined the Gen-X list.  
Proctored Testing – We are pushing to have testing all over the place in March.  If we administer twice as many tests as last year we get extra money from National.  

RG – The RG was wonderful.  J.K. Mueller was awesome at finding excellent speakers.  SCHNEIDER added agenda item to purchase AV equipment.
Scholarship – Applications were sent to Mensa Foundation before the RG.  The winner last year, Michelle Vaisman, came back for seconds.
E. Coordinators
Fourth Friday Forum – Deferred to business item.
MensaPhone – HANNE has been looking at websites for a new provider, but is unsure what to get.  We are currently with a small company called Segway.  The cheapest one is $8.95 a month.  HANNE is trying to figure out how many minutes we need a month.  Joe Hollywood gave up.
Public Relations – Rudi Loehwing is working hard on PR for testing.

Region 9 RVC – The RVC might be willing to finance some of the testing.  

F. Newsletter

L.A. Mentary Editor – Russ Ham is aware of the unnecessary waiting last time.
III. Special Orders
A. Annual Meeting Setting
Motion (ROBINETT/HANNE) to set the Annual Business Meeting for April 25, 2009, at 10:30 a.m., the regular meeting of the Board of Directors to follow: passed 9-0-2.
IV. New Business 
A. CultureQuest Discussion
It was stated that entry fees are 40 dollars per team.

Motion (SCHNEIDER/HANNE) to pay the entry fees of up to five 2009 CultureQuest teams: passed 10-1-1.
B. Funding for Test Sessions in March
SCHNEIDER stated she forgot that we had allocated $125.00 for testing at CSUN, but would like to keep the $300.00 request anyway as we are having lots of sites.
Motion (SCHNEIDER/KAPNICK) to authorize up to $300.00 to fund test sessions in March: passed 11-0-1.

C. Allocation of Funds to Advertise Testing in March
Rudi Loehwing is asking for funds to insert blow-ins in newspapers.  He is planning to do this on Wednesday and Saturday, because that somehow works better.  One day costs $640; both days costs $900.  
Motion (SCHNEIDER) to authorize $900.00 to advertise testing sessions in March: passed 9-0-3.
It was moved to add a business item: Purchase of Audio-Visual Equipment: passed 11-0-1.
D. Purchase of Audio-Visual Equipment
HANNE noted that in the past we authorized $2000 to purchase a projector, but we eventually found a projector and screen for $1200.  For the RG she had to bring a projector from work.

Motion (HANNE) to approve up to $2000.00 to purchase a second projector and related equipment: passed 10-2-0.

V. Good of the Order

KAPNICK stated that his program for Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder sufferers is asking for some participation from Mensa.  It was noted that the AG in Pittsburgh will feature Dr. Demento as the keynote speaker.  There is a snowboarding trip next weekend.  The former Gen-X Coordinator from New York just moved here, and it is hoped that she would sign on as a backup.
Adjourned at 12:42 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kai-An Yu
Secretary
Reports Submitted by Brian Madsen
Brian Madsen, 28 February 2009

Calendar Editor’s Report:

San Diego Mensa RG is included in our calendar and in the “Looking Ahead” section of our website’s calendar.

The practice of scheduling a mailing party on the fourth Saturday means that the newsletter won’t even get mailed out until March 2nd, and so won’t arrive in mailboxes until the month of March is well underway. We should make a note to adjust the board meeting schedule in the future to watch for this so it doesn’t happen again.

RG Report:

Accounting for the Mini-RG is underway. Preliminary estimates suggest that we lost money, but there’s still work to be done before I know for sure. Among other things, there’s a long list of payments received at the event which may have been incorrectly credited to the 2009 RG which I should be accounting for as 2010 RG registrations. Madeline and Desiree and I need to spend more time on this before we’re ready to deliver a final report.

Speakers were all shepherded without incident (well, without incidents that are significant enough to report here), although we couldn’t have done so without Danielle’s laptop projector. I’ve heard that discussion is taking place about acquiring a second one, but I don’t know where that discussion currently stands. Please don’t let it fall off the table, however; if this year’s RG is any indication, we can definitely make good use of another one.

SIG Coordinator’s Report:

I’ve volunteered to act as registrar for the Hollywood Bowl event this year. So far, only Madeline Walker has claimed four tickets. Registration form has been submitted to Russ for publication; not sure we got it to him in time for the March issue, but definitely thereafter.

Monica’s Mardi Gras event takes place prior to the movies on March 7th.

GLAAM Plinkers defensive handgun course scheduled for March 7-8.

B.I.T.E./L.A. T.E. changed to the last Saturday rather than the fourth Saturday, and Pasadena Happy Hour added as a monthly (rather than four or five times per year) event.

Webmaster’s Report:

I have set up an email address for Jonathan Carr to use for his GLAAM Intellectual Leadership Award and he has confirmed that it is working correctly. I’m currently awaiting text from him before setting up a GILA page on the website. I’ve also updated the Membership alias so it points to Danielle rather than Ishnella.

RG Web site updated without major incident; many thanks especially to Karen for her help with that.

The national office asked me to update the copyright notice that appears on the bottom of each of our pages.

2009 election report added to Members Only, and the text has been updated to reflect the fact that petitions are no longer being accepted and candidates for office have been named.

I need finalized/approved minutes from September through the present. I also need a draft agenda for today’s meeting.

Reports Submitted by Jonathan Carr

COASTAL: The coast has not yet fallen into the sea, good news, although we did have a small earthquake in Venice recently. The police do not believe the earthquake was drug-related, even though there are some heavy drugs in the area. We had a nice little Billiards and Blues event on 2/21 with three Mensans (Myself, Jay O, and Sam O) and three non-mensans, two of which were bystanders who shot some pool with me while I waited for the Mensans to arrive. The Blues at Harvelle's was excellent, as usual. The guys noted plenty of attractive women of all age groups although no digits were collected as far as I know...an oversight we'll have to work on in the future. We will continue to have this event on the third Saturday for the forseeable future.

FORUM: We are on track to have the first Quarterly Forum in July. I have designed the award and the Request for Nomination ("RfN") letter, with excellent input on from my fellow Board members. In March, I expect to solidify the meeting space and date, as well as send out the RfN letter.

The foot is healing, the cane is gone, and I'm in physical therapy. So there's progress there as well. See you all soon.

Cheers,

Jonathan
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