OFFICIAL MINUTES

of the

GREATER LOS ANGELES AREA MENSA

BOARD of DIRECTORS
Regular Meeting – April 25, 2009
< = = = = = >

I. Opening

A. Call to Order

Meeting called to order at 11:00 a.m. at Pilgrim Towers, 440 North Madison Avenue, Pasadena, with members CARR, FLEMING, HANNE, KAPNICK, LINDENBLATT, ROBINETT, SAGRAY, SCHNEIDER, TALKOV, VENOLA, WONG, and YU, and guests Dave Felt, Mary Carney, and John Donlin in attendance.  TAYLOR arrived during the meeting.
B. Approval of Agenda

Approved as submitted.
C. Approval of Previous Minutes

YU reported that notes from previous meeting were lost, and requested any members with notes from the meeting to forward them to him.
II. Reports

A. Executive Officers
Chairman – As submitted.
Administrative Vice Chair – LINDENBLATT urged people to get ballots in if they have not done so, and offered compliments to Brian Madsen for creating the e-mail distribution lists.
Secretary – No report.  

B. Area Reports
Mid-City – FLEMING offered a report on events in Mid-City.

Coastal – As submitted.

San Fernando Valley – SFV had their second party at the Unitarian church, and things are smoothing out.  The parties are great and well-attended.
Hi-Desert – People are recommended to attend the June 20th visit to the Exotic Feline Breeding Compound.  There is also the Petroglyphs tour in October, and a Cinco de Mayo party on May 2nd, for which a headcount is needed by Wednesday.
ELAC – There are two Asian dining events in May, on the second and third Wednesday.  June will see a visit to Patina, which is French cuisine.  

Addendum to SFV report – The party in May is on the 16th, and there will be no party in June and July.  An Oktoberfest event is planned for the party on October 3rd at the Fellowship Hall.  Epistemology, Epiphanies and Ample Eats is coming to its 120th meeting.  It has been going on monthly since December 1995, with only one missed event.  KAPNICK again urges the chapter to get behind Bob Griffin’s Obsessive-Compulsive Personality Disorder neurograph treatment research.
C. Members-at-Large

Desiree Sagray – There was an attendee at International Diners Club who thought Jay Friedlander had sent out recommendations on the Board elections.  There may have been three such anonymous mailings.  SCHNEIDER opined that there should be a statement that the Board did not authorize any of the mailings.  WALKER suggested that a warning be issued prior to the elections next year.  SCHNEIDER suggested a new business item under New Business (A).  

Motion (SAGRAY/VENOLA) to add under New Business: A. Reaction to Anonymous Electioneering Mailings: passed 11-0-1.
Danielle Hanne – No report.

Bill Taylor – CultureQuest was harder than usual.  Only four people showed up to his group; an alternate showed up with 20 minutes to spare.  

Treasurer’s Report – Ending balance for 2008, as of April, is $38,620.78, unaudited, which constitutes a net loss.

D. Standing Committees
Gifted Youth – SCHNEIDER reported that WALKER was nominated for the Gifted Youth coordinator award.  WALKER reported that she is still pushing Game Night and Shakespeare in the Park, for which a notice was sent out.

Membership – Labels are gotten but mailing is yet to be done.  
Proctored Testing – There were eight candidates at the last test, and there will be a lot of candidates testing in West L.A. in May.  Northridge was not bringing them in, and it was unfair to our proctor to have candidates not show up.  Candidates may register and pay for testing through National’s website.
RG – RG committee is working on financial analysis, which will be submitted before the changeover.  HANNE reported that the audio-visual equipment she is looking at purchasing will be a duplicate of what we currently have, so bulbs will be interchangeable.  
Scholarship – There were fewer applications this year than last year.  Winners will be announced next month.
E. Coordinators
Fourth Friday Forum (Hooties) – We received five or six excellent nominations, the most interesting is a researcher from USC using virtual reality in clinical psychology, such as in treating post-traumatic stress.  Award event will be held from 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. so Hi-Desert people can attend, and Billiards and Blues will follow.  Dave Felt offered that if an event is held at UCLA, it goes on their website, and it can be an excellent recruiting tool.
MensaPhone – Calls in receive a message to call another number, as though we have not played the bill.

Roster – We will be able to generate a usable roster from Brian Madsen’s work. 

III. New Business 
A. Reaction to Anonymous Electioneering Mailings

A boxed notice should be published in L.A. Mentary that L.A. Mentary is the only official media for elections communications.

Motion (VENOLA/WONG) to table the issue: passed.
B. Website Elections Forms
Brian Madsen asked on e-mail why we are doing this today, and is concerned about security.  His personal opinion is that he likes people getting off their rears to get petitions signed, and would like to be present when this decision is made.  
Reaction to Anonymous Electioneering Mailings was taken from the table
Motion (VENOLA/WONG) to publish in the June L.A. Mentary the following boxed notice regarding the electioneering mailings: 

“GLAAM's official publication, the L.A. Mentary, was the only source of information utilized to send out information about candidates for the Board of Directors election this year.

The Board became aware of electioneering materials that were sent out by at least one candidate and other anonynmous material sent out by someone else encouraging votes.  None of this material was approved by the Board, put out by the Board, or even seen by the Board prior to their sending.

The Board holds no official opinions on any candidate for Board positions and has sent none of the recent election-related mailings you may have received.  The Board's position is to encourage everyone to vote.

Any official mailing from the Board of Directors or the Elections Chair will never endorse any candidate.”


Passed: 12-0-0.

C. E-mail Distribution List Guidelines
Motion (SAGRAY) to adopt the following usage guidelines for e-mail distribution lists:

1. The Webmaster and Chairman have exclusive control of administrative settings;

2. Each area list will be configured so that the secretary and delegate of each area will be able to post to that area’s list;

3. The Chairman and Secretary may post to the chapter-wide list without being moderated;

4. Area secretaries and delegates shall be responsible for moderating messages. 


Passed: 11-0-1.

V. Good of the Order

SAGRAY asked anyone with ballots to give them to her and HANNE.  WALKER announced her son Cass was participating in “March of the Living,” going from Birkenau to Israel.  
Adjourned at 12:57 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Kai-An Yu
Secretary
Report Submitted by Schneider

CHAIRMAN's REPORT - April 2009

First off, I'll mention that I got permission from the Manager of Pilgrim Towers to open our meeting at 10:30 this month.  I'll call Monday and remind her that our May meeting will also start early, and will be on the last Saturday rather than the 4th Saturday. (Now if only the Yahoo! notice would get it right, I'd be really happy.)

Meeting on the fourth Saturday has several advantages, but one definite disadvantage: the deadline for the next L.A. Mentary is halfway between meetings. The news from the previous meeting seems old and moldy by then, and next meeting is so far in the future as to be undefined...and yet it will be past by the time the newsletter comes out. I'm having a little trouble knowing what to say and how to say it.

Setting up the email lists for the Areas is a major coup. Like so many innovations, we'll find many valuable uses for the lists now that we have them, purposes we never could have envisioned before we had them.

Detailed information about the lists will be in the May Newsletter, thanks to heroic last-minute efforts by Russ, Brian and Dez. Many thanks to all.

I spent a lot of time the last couple of weeks submitting award nominations for various local members. In a couple of cases, I was frustrated because there simply aren't any awards for some areas of service I would like to honor.

I did submit nominations for Proctor of the Year, and also the Salny Award for long-term excellent service in the area of testing. And, of course, I submitted another GCC award nomination.

On the LocSecs list last week, many groups whined about the problems--sometimes horrors--of trying to find a viable GCC. It gave me a quiet glow inside to realize what a spectacular GCC our Madeline is.

Today is the last full meeting of this excellent Board. And it is excellent, because we have different backgrounds and different views, but we work well together as a team. The members have behaved calmly and professionally, even in the face of major controversy.

Because so many people are vying for the Member-at-Large seats, we probably won't have all the same members or officers in the next year. The new Board members have a hard act to follow!

Report Submitted by Carr

Just for expediency sake:

Coastal:

We had a nice little billiards and blues event with three new people who showed only because I sent emails to my Coastal folks. Next month I look forward to emailing all available GLAAM members in hopes of getting an even better turnout.

Whootie:

We are rolling for our July event, with several excellent and interesting nominations. I will finalize the ticketing mechanism this weekend and get the advertisement together for the June issue of LAMentary by the May 9 deadline. The awardee for the July event will be a scholar from USC who uses virtual reality to treat the psychological damage done from a variety of ailments including those that afflict returning soldiers, the elderly, and the psychotic.

Cheers,

Jonathan

Report Submitted by Brian Madsen

While we wait indefinitely for Yahoo! to deign to distribute the GLAAM Board Report I submitted an hour ago, here it is, just in case Yahoo never wakes back up again before the meeting happens:

=== Calendar Editor's Report: ===

* No news is good news, at least in this case. All is well.

=== Data Manager's Report: ===

* Announcement lists are ready to go. I would very much like to see the board adopt guidelines for their use.

* I've said that I was going to be present for the May 30th board meeting, and that I wanted an agenda item for that meeting to talk about moving toward electronic distribution of our newsletter. My plans have changed such that I won't be at that meeting after all, and so I now withdraw my agenda request. We should still talk about it, but if we do so at the April or May board meetings, I won't be able to participate (at least, not in person).

=== RG Treasurer's Report: ===

* Accounting is complete. Final reports have been submitted to the RG Chair.

=== SIG Coordinator's Report: ===

* 66 of 78 Hollywood Bowl tickets have been claimed to date. I'm a bit surprised that I haven't received any additional requests for tickets in the last two weeks. Are people done signing up?

* Welcome back, Axion SIG

=== Webmaster's Report: ===

* I still need finalized board minutes from September through the present, and also agenda for the February and April meetings.

* Once election results are announced, I'd like to receive an official statement that I can post on the website. On a personal note, I'm going to be very anxious to hear results, so I hope someone will let me know as soon as the results are in.

* I've been informed that the board and the elections chair want to automate both the process of signing election petitions and the process of voting for candidates. I'm not wild about the idea, largely because it seems to me that the bang for the buck just doesn't justify the work involved, but we should definitely talk about what's wanted and how to make it happen. However, considering that the next election is a year away, I'm not treating this as a high priority for the time being.

Brian

-=^=-

GLAAM Board Minutes – April 25, 2009 – page 1

